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SERMON 


Preached at the 


ASSIZES 


|LEICESTER, 


MARCH 19. 1685. 


Beini the Corty-Corrt, allo when the] | 
obiity and Gentry met to chuſe 
their Kvights for the enſuing Parlia- 
ment. » 
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| TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


THEOPHILUS Earl of HUNTINGDON, 


Lord Hin Hungerford, Botreawee, Moels, 
Newmarch. and {Molens, Captain of the 
Guard of Penſzovers, and one of the Lords. 
of-Flis Mazeſty's maſk. Honourable: Privy. 

Council. 20 V 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, | 


: is Diſcourſe preached at the AR 
f at _—_— —_ _ at the 

| Requeſt of the High Sheriff, Grand 
Fury,and other web _ of ry; ountrey, 
1 ff wg to lay at'your Lordſhip's Feet and bum. 
| bly beg far it aud the Author your Lordſhip's 
Friendſhip and Patronage, which my Relations 

* dere arte from Jou noble Anceſtors. Nothing 
| : on 


= The Epiſtle Dedicatory. _ _ 
but its Plainneſs, Honeſty and Loyalty could re- 
commend it to the Auditory , conſiſting moſt of 
your Lordſhip's Tenants and Neighbours ; and 
thoſe Recommendations, I am ſure, will welcom 
it to your Honor ; which therefore I moſt humbly 
entreat your Lordſhip to accept as a Teſtimony 
of a grateful Mind, for thoſe "manifold Favors 
which my Relations. ' for many Generations Wxve 
Seed few your honourable Anceſtors ; and for 
thoſe' Þ bave ſo ofitn,and ſo lately experienced my 
elf from your dſbip; and as an Earneft and 
Pledge that I foall atways behave my ſelf as be- 
Comes WM 


Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt obliged, | 
+1 +» Faichful, and. 
obedient Servant,” © * 


Richard Holland, 


[1] 


E x0D. 14. Part of the 13th. Verſe. 


Fear ye not , (land ſtill, and ſee the Salvation 
of the wo | 


HE Words are part of a Speech, 

| made by Moſes, that Royal Captain, 
of a peeviſh and murmuring People, 

the Iſraelites, to quell their Fealouſres, to ſtifle 
and remove their Doubts, when they labour- 
ed under ſome dreadful Apprehenſzons of moſt 
diſmal Rxine. T hey were now indeed in O- 


' bedience to their God's Command, and under 


the ConduF of their wile and great Prince, up- 


. on their Fourney out of Egypt ; but the Egyp- 


tians plot againſt them, and purſue. Pharaob 
ſtorms, and relolves their Overthrow ; and. 
they thought themſelves in no great Likeli- 
hood of making an Eſcape. They had juſt 


encamped near the _ weary and diſlatisfi- 
ed. 


4 if 4 ] 
ed. Pharaoh and his mighty Hoſt come thun- 
dering after them ; the Waves of the Sea 
roaring before them ; their Hearts fail, and 
they look for 1Deſitullzon. 

In this deſperate Caſe the common People be- 
gin toy repirte;; they" repent. now- of their" pro- 
misd, hopeful Freedom, wiſh again» theirown 
laviſh Condition, with Garkick and. Onions, to 
be- commanded by; and ſerve-the Egyptians. 
There was nothing-nearer;they- thought, than 
Peflhufion; andtho' theyHhad'otr ſeen the Sal- 
vation of God}; rho' they. had(been-oft reſcu- 
e&d' from the Fury of their Enemies, by. unex-- 
peded' Means; tho" they-Had fo oft gloryed! 
in Wonders and' Miracles tor their-Preſervation, 
yet-now their Hearts- ſink-; now-they almoſt 
retaſe-to be comforted, and- begin to-quarrel/ 
with- their Governors: Miſes is blamed; and” 
thought-hard of, as acceflary to this their Afz: 
ſery: Yer in this great Streſs' he encourages: 
them: to- keep up-their Spirits; informs them: 
of their Dzty;cndeavors-to remove their Fea. * 


ſr, | 


[21 
lonſies andallaytheir {o furious deſpairing Paſs. 
ons, & adminiſters conefort totbem.inrheſe words: 
And Moſes ſaid untoithe People, Fear:ye not, 


fland ſtill, and ſee the Salvation of the Lord. 


This Subje& then,T preſume, as properfor 
our preſent Thoughts, ſince there are amongft 
us thoſe that will have'low Hearts, and jealows 
Minds ; tho' they have as little reaſon, nay, 
much leſs-than theſe 1/raelttes in the Text had. 
Men that are apt and greedy to ſuſpe&, that 


lie in wait to fear,and doubt, and furmiſe,not- 


withſtanding the late Royal: Words of our moft 


Gracious Sovereign, lo much of ' kin to theſe of 
Moſes. Wordsnotonly of the wiſe, but reſo- 
Jute alſo, and unalterably brave; and:ſuch 


words '(tho' nothing canadd encouragement to 


' the trady loyal and obedrentitobe fo,but their Du- 


)yet they are ſuch words, as muſt needsre- 
2h allhoneſt Wor ans Soxls for the Loſs of 
our late:King; a King of eternal and wrualue- 
ble Memory; tho' neverhere enough honored 
and obeyed whillt amongſt us. = E 
e B 2 We 


[4] 

We have indeed lately had dreadful I- 
ſonations and Amazes Stories of inſulting proud 
Egyptians and their Curſes, more dreadful than 
Iſrael eyer heard of all their 400 years of Bon- 
dage. Nay, even amongſt our ſelves, we have 
had perfe&tand true Diſcoveries of whole Bands 
of Confpirators ; Gebal and Ammon, Amaleck 
and the Philiflines, Herod and Pontins Pilate, 
Turk and Few, Atheiſt and True Proteſtant, all 
aſſociated, and threatning us with their T yran- 
ny. *Tis true, Iſrael was oft delivered, and at 
the Expence of Wonders too ; ' ſorhave we 
been : And thoſe Old Egyptians grew but 
more deſperate when they law thoſe Delive- 
rances, and received ſuch confounding Defeats: 
So have we had Caule enough to ſuſpe& of 
our Egyptians, that their Hearts were harden- 
ed allo, when we ſaw them go on fo proudly, 
ſo impudently, notwithſtanding ſo f 245 Diſs 
coveries and Confeſſions, and continue ſo con- * 
fident in their Metbods of- Cruelty, of Flattery, 
of Injuſtice,of rebellious Obſtinacy; and that that | 


baulk'd 


LF 
baulk'd at nothing that's ſacred, that's ſonful, 
that's great,rich, or plauſible, to work out their 


| belliſh Deſigns. 


And then, when theſe Men had ipread a- 


broad their falſe and ſcandalous Rumors, we 
wereasapt to have deſponding T houghts, as the 
old Iſraelites had. We, like them, would be- 
lieve 1dle T ales, and embrace, and liſten to diſ- 
loyal Whiſpers,and were apt to conclude T rutb 
in their lying fanatical Inſanuations,cven to the 
diſcouraging of the moſt mild nerciful,and gra- 
cious Prince,the over-turning,and indeed exclu- 


ding of our ſound Faith, loyal Hope,and chri- 


| Ntian Charity. We were as ready as thoſe ti- 


morous Sons of Facob were,to affront and ſcan- 
dalize our Profeſſion by too low and mean Ap- 
prebenſzons of our Condition, by fearing and de- 


. ſpairing of God's Favor, by diſtruſting his 


Prote&ion; and began to hammer out-new Pro- 


 jeFs of Security and Defence,which were not 
_ only unlawful, and in themf{elves cruel; but 


abominably wngrateful and rebellious : Projefts 
which 


C6] 
which God no-where commanded, good men 
never-thought on, the World was. never. better 
for, and: Reaſon bluſht at. 

For when we forlake-our God,the God of 
Mercy,and leave the Covert of his Wings;when 
we begin.to diſtruſt his Governance, and way- 
lay his ordering of Affairs, when we pretend 
by unwarrantable Deſggns-of our own, to lay 
unlawful Scenes for Peace and future Safety. 
Thus when we deſpair of,and fly from God's 
ProteQtion, we make haſte to Ruin; we run 
briskly to our own DeſtruFion, and ſhall hard- 
ly Rop till we come in that bottomleſs Pit. 

And one of the firſt Steps in that Journey ; 
the firſt Loſb is generally at the Government. 
We no ſooner grow afraid of Security under 
God, we no ſooner have ſuch low _—_ 
ſons of him, but we become uneaſie at his 
Vicegerents: Our Governors preſently trouble | 
us, we make them to be = ith' Fault; and 
then for Bills of Excluſron, and We will ngt 
\boue:this Man to-rule over .«s ; the hs ; 

O 


[7] 


| of wtieh; is; thariinſtzadiof every: we think 


muct to. ſabmit! our ſelves'to- army” Ordinance: 
of Min;. tho' we 'know-our ſelves: obliped- tor 
it even" for the Lord's fake. 

Juſt chus'thefe I/raeliter, when they look'd: 
back; and ſaw-the Epyprians tirltigrew-fore a- 
fraid, v. 10. and' in-the next ver. they, fly: in 
the Face of' Moſes, accute-him for helpmg for- 
ward' their Deftruion, and. opprobriouſly.up- 
braid'litm, tho" their: rightful -and1boxeft: Lead- 
er; ver: 12. To which: he' meckly, anfwers-in: 
the two next Herſes, andendeavors to appeale 
their unruly domineering Raſfonr, to aſſure 
them-again of the Care and: Aſſiſtance: of the 
Almighty, and recommend: to them:the ary 
of that Fiunitwre which is moſt! emphatically 


contain'd inthe zyrds:tobe difcoursd of, Fear 


' ye'not. ſtand ſtill, and ſee the Sakuation-of the Lord. 


The word in the Septuagint, which'is here 
tranſlated Fear ye not ( DaepaerTr, from Iripess ) 


is derived-from a word; which ſignifies Pre- 


ſence of mind, and: Hope, as well as Boldneſs. 


This 


US. 


This ſence then is implyld,Be ye not ſo diſmay'd 


at theſe T breatnings,and purſuit of your Enemies, 
confide you in your God, who bas put you upon 
this Journey. He has delivered you oft, and now 
you are doing his Commands, be aſſured be will 
aſſiſt and ſecure you. Put your T ruſt in bim then, 
and go on; mind your own Buſmeſs. And now 
that you are thus awakened by their Approach, 
do not ſuffer any ſneaking, and low unworthy paſ- 


ſrons to prevail over you; don't run into any Ex- 


orbitance to ſecure your ſekves, as if God was not 


able to do't: Be but patient a while, and you ſhall 
ſee the Salvation of God. 

From the words, with Alluſion to our pre- 
ſent Circumſtances,and this whole Story, I take 
teave to diſcourle of theſe Propoſstzons : 

1. That while we are doing what Godre- 
quires of us(tho' we-have noiſe of many Ene- 
mies; tho' their Deſzgns be deep and cruel a- 
gainſt us,and tho' we ſeem to bein great dan- 
ger) weoughtnot to ſubje& our {clves to vile 


Paſſions, to Fears and Fealouſzes,but becoura- 


geous, 


OE OPT IGS NT 9a 


: fully kind, and faith 
you any reaſon to doubt but he will be ſo ſtill? Has 
C 


LS 


geous, and ſtout, and lively: Fear ye not. 

2. That in the mid(t of thele imminent dan- 
gers, and great Appearances of Evil, we mult 
by no means embrace any unjuſt unlawful me- 
thods, tho' for our own Security and Preſerva- 
tion ; but rather, Stand ſtill. 


3- That We, the I/rae/of God, thus doing 
our Duty, and retaining our Integrity,have the 


greateſt ſecurity imaginable, that our Enemies 


ſhall not prevail over us ; but We ſhall ſee the 


\ Satvation of God. 


1. They that do their Duty, have no rea- 
lon to beafraid of any thing,when Myſes lays, 
Fear ye not,to the Children of Iſrael, he does 
more than imply thus much, Why ſhould you, 
of all men in the World, why ſbould you be diſ- 
mayed, and fear an Overthrow, when the Honor 
of your God is ſo much concernd? Why ſhould 


you be afraid vhen thoſe that pretend againſt you, 


declare againſt God ? Has not God been wonder- 
ful to you hitherto; and have 


he 


[ 10 ] 

he not dreadfully reſented all thoſe Egyptian Af 
fronts,and eſteemed their ill uſage of you, as fight- 
ing againſt himſelf ? Has be not returned their 
Flouts with Plagues that amas'd the World that 
daunted their Pride, that confounded their Devi- 
ces ? And bas be not declared, that all that was 
done,that they might know that he was the Lord; 
and becauſe he would get him Honor upon Pha- 
raoh, and upon all his Hoſts, upon his Chariots, 
and upon bis Horſe-men? v. 17, 18. Does God 
take pleaſure, think you, that bloody men, and de- 
ceitful, that diſhonour God, and blauſpheme him, 
that would root out thoſe that are honeſt and obe- 
dient , and that worſhip him in Spirit and 
Iruth, ſhould proſper in their Deſugns againſt 
him and his own People ? Has God forgotten to 
be gracious or is he willing bis name ſhould be 
had no more in remembrance? Will be ſuffar 
his choſen 10 periſh, for whom be has declared ſo 
ſrenally, to whom be has aſſured deliverance ſo ho- 
nourably ? *T is true, our Enemies, theſe Egypti-' 
ans that purſue, are many, are bitter and invete- 

' rate. 


SS: | 
rate too, and hate our Worſhip, and our God,be- 
cauſe we flouriſh,and they fall before us:MWe know 
their Kindneſs, if we were in their Power, and 
what Mercy we were like to receive at their hands; 
but tho' they be thus malicious and cunning, tho 
they exalt themſekves, and are mighty,our God is 
mightier : He that fights for us is the ſame yeſter- 
day, to day, and for ever ; a revenger of his Ad- 
verſaries,a rewarder of his Friends, and willin 
Subjefts, and will never leave them, nor forſake 
them. Be not you tormented then, you that are the 
Care of ſo tender, and ſo mighty aGod: Youthat 
have aſſurance of proteion from one that is able 
to deliver you, that has deliver d you of and flill 
will deliver Jon gf yon rely upon him: Fear yenot. 
Holy Davidneeded no ſuch encouragement 
as this; and 'twas ſhameful that theſe his Ance- 
ſtors did. He,when he was plotted againſt by 
many and mighty Foes, hunted into Rocks 
and Dens.and threatned with the ſevereſt for- 


. | tune, everreceived Comfort from,and delighted 


himſelf in his God, and rebuked, and chear- 
C 2 fully 


[72 ] 

fully quicken'd a thoughtful —_— heart. 
Why art thou caſt down,O my Soul ? Why art thou 
ſo diſquieted within me ? Truſt in God ; for I 
will yet praiſe him, who s the help of my Coun- 
tenance, and my God, Pl. 42. And again,I will 
not be afraid of ten thouſands of people that have 
ſet themſelves againſt me round about. Salvation 
belongeth unto the Lord : T by Bleſſing is upon thy 
people, Pl. 3. 

This ought to have been old Iſrael's Sence : 
For by unmanly fears and doubtings, we ſcan- 
dalize our Religion, and diſhonour our God ; 
when we make our ſelves Cowards inſtead of 
Conquerors, and dwindle our Chriſtian Conrage 
into Fears and ſencelels Amazements, we fly 
from our Colours,we run away from our God; 
we disbelieve his goodneſs, and diſtruſt his aſ- 
fiſtance ; we accule either his Power or his | 
Will, and call in queſtion his Mercy, and ſeek + 
help from our ſelves by our unworthy Doubts | 
and Suſpitions of Eyils; and conſequently | 
we forfeit his Prote&ion and Aſſiſtance. Nay, *: 


and 


tly 
ay, 


and 


[13 ] 
and beſides, by this timorous Diſpofetion, we 
court all our #nbappineſſes,and complementeven 
what we are afraid of: We anticipate Miſe- 
ries, thoſe that perhaps, but may be, and make 


them our own,before they have any Being at 


all; and are overtaken by them, even while 
they are afar off; and 'tis vaſt odds would ne- 
ver approach any nearer. T hele melancholy Ap- 


prebenſzons, low dejected Thoughts,do always 


debaſe the Man, bely his Condition, awaken his 
Diſſatisfafion, create and encreale his Sorrows, 
ſometimes even to utter Rwzn,as lome we have 
heard of that have died for tear of Death. 
Bur a Chriſtiangenerous Courage,a brave 
undaunted'V alor, beſides that,it baffles all baſe 
Attempters, and beats of both real and ima- 
inary Evils, beſides that,it is thus profitable 
Fe Man,'fo in a ſence it honors God, and 
proves a holy Yeneration of him: For, when 


we truſt our ſelves in danger upon his ſcore, 
| when we are courageous at the approach of E. 
\vils rhat are called deſperate,and yet keep on 


doing 


L 14 ] 
doing..our Duty, we prove that we believe 
God's goodneſs, that we conhide in his Mercy, 
that we reckon him as he is true and faithful. 

He was pleas to liſt us under his Banner 
againſt Sin;the World, and the Devil. He com- 
manded us to: fight his Battels, not ſneakingly 
to fear,plot to ſave a whole Skin,or run away; 
but to. continue ſtout and undaunted to 
the end: And he has promisd his Aſ#ſtance 
to maintain us in. his ways : He has aſſured us 
to be Conquerors; has made our Rock fo ftrong, 
that the Gate of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt us. 

Shall a little T h#nder, or blackening of the 
Clouds, ſhall the roaring of that nfernal Ene. 
my, that goes about to devour : Nay, ſhall the 
rade Gatheringsofthe People, or idle Whijpers 
of the uneaſie ever be. able to force: us from 
our Poſts,our Security,tromrelying upon God? 
No ſure: That Lyon is chained, the T hunder | 
ſhall go over our Heads, and thoſe Clouds 
will quickly be diſpersd; and tho' they break, 
and drop upon us, it ſhould be for Refreſh. 


ment ; 


[15 |] 


- ment in our Holy Warfare: Tho we feed'on 


Tears for a while,and cat the Bread of Afﬀti@i. 
on (and His Sacred Majeſty, I hope, will par- 
don us,that we are yet forced tocontinue that 
affeionate Sence of our late moſt dear and in- 
comparable King) yet we have better Hopes 
than to diſtruſt our God, to ſubjecour {elves 
to any ſlaviſhmiſtruſts and donbtings: For thoſe 
Tears will be turn'd into Foy; thoſe Aﬀi&ions 
will work for us an exceeding and eternal 
Weight of Glory. 

And we are aſſured, that if we keep our 
Ranks, if wgmind our own Concerns, if we 
obſerve the Commands of the Captarn'of our 
Sakvation, if we keep true to the Dutiesof our 
Religion, the Defence of which we have treſh 
Aſſurances of trom our Gracious Sovereign, we 


ſhall be uſher'd to Eternal Comforts: For thele 


| few ſhort, and but (eeining Evils,we ſhall tri- 


umph in Glories, in real Happineſſes,in heaven- 


ly Crowns, when this Life ſhall be fwallow- 


-* ed up of Immortality. 


In 


[16 ] 


In a word, we ſhould remember, That the 
Author and Finiſher of our Faith, the ever 
bleſſed Chriſt Jeſus, has taken away the ſting 
of all Afii&ions,and of Deathit felt; and con- 
ſequently remov'd all Fears and Doubtings 
out of their way that follow him. He knew 
well enough all his Enemies Plots, and had 
ſuthcient proofs of their inveterate Malice, . 
and needed none of them to tell him what they | 
intended againſt him, or what he was like to 
ſuffer from them. He freely underwent it ; 
fear d them not: He ſubmitted to his Father's 
Will and Pleaſure, and dreaded not to hum- 
ble himſelf ro Death, even the Death of the 
Croſs. So thoſe Holy Men and Women that | 
followed him, thoſe early Conquerors over 
Paſſions, and unruly AfﬀeR&ions, who facrifi- 
ced their Lives to Truth and Reaſon, were lo + 
far from a ſneaking cowardly Temper, that 
they rejoyced in their T ribulations, and glo- ' 
ried that they were counted worthy to ſut- ' 


fer for Chriſt's Sake. Inſtead of fearing, the | 
loved * 


£29 1 


loved and complemented their Tormentors,and 
', forgave them, and with cheerful Countenan- 
g | 

2 _ ces and joyous Hearts, careſſed themlelves in 
"_ thoſe dreadtul Flames that pur an end tothe 


Beings here. They performed their Duties, 
\4 they minded the one thing neceſlary,they ſtu. 
. died God's Honor, and the Salvation of their 


as Souls, and continued true to their Religion; 
4 ' they awaited the Divine Pleaſure, and gladly 
. . ſubmitted, whether in doing, or ſuffering, for 
ih God'sdSake, which if we do, we a& like Chriſti- 
1. | as, and ſhall die like ſuch, and after that ce- 


h. lebrate God's Honor with eternal Anthems, in 
... the Society of that Noble Army of Martyrs. 
' Which leads to the ſecond Obſervable from 
.6& the Text, and that is, | 
>  2dhy. That in themidſtof any greatDan-. 
gers, and appearances of Evil, we muſt b 
_ ino means embrace any unlawful methods, tho' 
{. 2n order to our own Safety and Preſervation. 
ey | St. Zames ſaysinchap. 2.0f his Epiſtle,v.10. 
od WV boſoever ſball keep the whole Law, and yet of- 
! D fend 


[18 ] 


fend in one point ts guiky of all. He diſobeys 


God, and by that Diſobedience forteits his 
Mercies,and makes himſelf liable to the W a- 
ges of Sin. By any ſinful A& we diſclaim 


_ Godand his Prote&:on: We court the Devil 


and his Aſſiſtance: We abandon true Light, 
and mult expe& the End thereof to be the 
Reward of the works of Darkneſs: For there 
is no congruity betwixt Chriſt and Belial: We 
cannot ſerye two Maſters: while we cleave to 
ohe, we mult forfake the other. 

God is our hope, and out ſtrength; and heis 
4 preſent help in time of Trouble: He is able 
0 ſave, and while we keep true tohim,he wall 
be on our Side: Bur then he expects that we 
be always true to him, that we hate every e- 
vil Way; that we depend upon his Afiftance, 
and do the duty-of his moſt faithful Servants ; 
draw comfort from him only our chief Foxn- 
ztain,and not hew ont wnto our ſebues broken Ci- 
ferns that can hold no Water. | | 

No pretenfions whatſoever can hallow an. 


unholy; 


[19] 
unholy A& : Shall we do evil that good may 
come on't ? Shall we ſzn that grace may abound ? 
God forbid: (laid the Apoſtle) And indeed 
none ſay otherwiſe, but thoſe preſent grand 
Enemies of our Order, and our Lives, the Fe- 


ſuits, and thole bejeſuited Diſſenters from our 


Church, tho'of many Sedts. The former ſort 
do but weigh, whether the good that enſues, 
overbalances the Evil of the Undertakeng , 
and then all's well; and themſelyes will al- 
ways be Judges in the caſe; which is no ſoon- 
er determined;but thofe terrible Balls begin to 
thunder : Princes and Nations are anathema- 
tized, Kings dethroned, and People ablolved 
from Allegiance, and Hereticks muſt be pickſed 
in their own Blood. All this, and much more, 
they pretend, is lawful for God'sſake: TT hey 
may dot, they ſay, to promote the Honor of 
Holy Mother-Church: And by the other fort 
the very lame things have been done, and re- 
ſolutely delign'd to have been done a ſecond 


| time in this /aft Age. They fay, That Domini- 
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on # founded in Grace ; and where the Prince 
does not in all points humor them,they think 
they do well to take him off, and chen want 
nothing but their Armsand Leadersto encou- 


. rage them to Rebellion; and this they prerend 


for Conſcience ſake, and to advance the King- 
dom of Feſus. 


7ob's Friends thus truumph'd over him ina 


Sanffified way ; they made uſe of the Name of 


the Lord, and told him God was bis Enemy : 
They called his Truths Lyes, and blamed him 
for multitudes of P/ords: they eſteemed hisho- | 
neſt Advice Mocking ; and with  Fanatical 
Cant and Zeal pretended ro expoſtulate with 
God, as in chap. 11. of his Book, to whom 
in chap. 13. v. 7. he thus replies, W hat, Will. 
301 ſpeak wickealy for God? Will you tak deceit- 
fully for him? Certainly God expedts it not : 
He never intended his Temple ſhould be built 
by throwing down the chict Corner Stone: He 
never deſign'd hisglorious Kingdom ſhould be 
atall advanced by any of the works of darkneſs. 


With-. 
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Without doubt, we have a very ſtrange 
Notion of God, it in any Danger we fly to 
the Devil to ſecure us - For all that is good 
God can beſtow on his Servants, and free 
them from all. that is evil: Whatlſoever is 
worth the having, the Sovereign of all has in 
Store for his Subjets : The goodnels both of 
Himſelf and Creatures,the Forces of Heaven. 
Earth and Hell too, he rules as he pleaſes, to 
his own good purpoles; and at eaſe can fru- 
ſtrate the moſt malicious Reſokves of the worlt 
of Men, and Corrett all their noiſome Qualities: 
He can turn Fury into Peace, Malice into Qui- 
etneſs, Revenge into Love, miſchievous Deſegns 
into Order, and extra& out of all, Glory to 
himſelf, Benefit ro his Church, and true Satiſ- 


fafionto his Servants: Andall this he has Pro- 


mis'd. When we {in then, to ſecureour ſelves, 
we become either Atheiſts or Infidels; we ei- 
ther diſclaim God, or disbelieve him. - 

But thoſe that truly ſerve him, are fo far 
from being diſheartaed at Perſecutions, that 
they 


L 22 ] 


they glory in them for Chriſt's ſake: And they 
know,thatit evil Men be admitted to be Exe- | 


cutioners of God's Royal Will and Pleaſure (as 
in the late Rebellion they were)'tis no lelsſui- 
table to his infinite Wiſdom, and their Advan- 
tage; and itmay befor this good end (amongſt 
others) that the world may know, that God 
is not paid with Eye-ſervice ; but thoſe that 
attend his Courts, that give themſelves to his 


Commands, love 'him fo well, as to be con- | 


tent to ſuffer for him; So that others ſeeing ther 
good works may glorifie their Heavenly F ather. 


And 'tis not ſordid Wezalth,or CR 


tis not fond Pleaſures,or the world's Repute; 
'tis not a few Sufferings, nor eſpecially the 
Noiſe and Suſpition of them, that can make 
them fin againſt God, and turn them from 


the Love of their Maſter and his Commands. 


Briars and Thorns, Lyons and Bears may lie | 


in their way, but ſhall never cauſe them to 


ſtumble; the poyſonof Aſps may be delign'd | 
them, and prepared, 7. e. Scandals,and Reproa- * 


ches, 


g Shoigt# 0 


: fiderable in the Text ; and that is, 
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ches, and Afronts ; and the Cup of Gall and 


: Vinegar may be given them to drink, but not 


prove Þitterneſs to their Souls: They can ſtill 


| be patient, and cry out with their Saviour, 


Not my will, but thine be done. They areabove 
the World, its Baggs, Titles, Poſſeſſions and 
Eaſe, and therefore not moved with the Loſs 
of them : They fin not, tho' they receive 
Poverty and Diſgrace, Hunger, and Nakeaneſs, 
and Perils, knowing,that nothing, nor no one 
ſhall be able to hurt-them,while they are fol- 
lowers of that that is good. 

In ſhort,they will be very true to, and ſerve 


their Maſter thro' the whole world of Miſeries, 


if in Egypt, it in the Wilderneſs, in Babylon, or 
under an Inquiſztion,or the molt ſolemn Cove- 
nant, ſince they know that there is a Canaan, 
a Land of promiſe, whereto they are going ; 
where they ſhall be tree and undiſturb'd above, 
all Fears and Jealouftes, and know thele Sor- 
rowsno-more. Which lads to the laſt Con- 


3. We 
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2. We the Iſrael of God, it we thus do 


our Duty, have the greateſt Security imagina- 
ble, that no Enemies thall prevail over us; but 


We ſhall ſee the Salvation of God. In endeayor- 


ing to evince which, I ſhall now only menti- - | 


on thele two among the many Arguments u- 
ſually offered: The 1ff. is taken from thar 
Reſolution of Almighty God, To ſecure his 
Church and People in general: The 

Second, From thoſe many Inſtances of his 
care, in the Preſervationof this our Worſhip, 
this Religion reform'd and praftisd in the 
Church of England. For the 

1. God has reſolved to ſecure his Friends 
and Servants in all Ages of the world. The 
Dragon and his Angels were quickly bulte to 
afflict and aſſault the righteows; but no ſooner 
began that Rebellon,but Michael, and his An- 
| gels;were raiſed,commiſſioned, and ſent againſt 


them; and they caſt out that great Dragon, 


overcame that old Serpent, called the Devil © 


and Sathan,which deceiveth the whole world, 


and | 


How 

and his Angels were caſt out withhim, Rev. 1 2 8. 
W ondertully remarkabie has been the Se- 
curity of God's People from the Creation; and 
that Inſtance of the Iſraelites none are unac- 
uainted with, when thole many,and {o won- 
derful Plagues were inflicted upon the Eg yp- 
tr © tians,and (till they were free, brisk & lively, not 
| one feeble perſon among them : And Chrilt 
has told his Diſciples, He will be with them to 
s © the end of the World : He walks in the midſt 
z, + of the Candleflicks, and he that hath placed 
e | them, never ceaſes to watch them : He hath 
| his Stars, his faithful Servants in his Right 
is | Hand, where they are ſafe, and is refolved 
1c « of all thoſe God hath given him, he will loſe 

Oo © none: Bur laſtly, 
& |} 2dly. We have great Hopes and Encou- 
n- } ragements to expett the Safuation of Godif we 
iſt | be true to our Religion, ſince we have fo oft 
m, © experienced his great care in the Preſervation 
vil \ of this our Reformd Church. It has hitherto 
1d, | triumph'd over allthoſe ſo damnable Aſaubs, 
nd | © E thoſe 
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thoſe deep helliſh Contrivances, and deſperate 
Attempts of its molt fubtle and malicious Ene- 
mies : "That neither Invaſpons, nor undermi- 
ning Plots, nor bloody Maſſacres, nor private 
Aſſaſſmations, nor (as was laſt deſigned us) 
all theſe aſſociated together, that not any thing, 
nor all that's deviliſh, tho' invented with the 
oreateſt ſecurity, carried on with moſt won- 
derful Secrecy, enforced by thoſe important 
motives ot Religion, of Merit ot Envy of Pomp, 
Grandure and Conſcience; that theſe ſhould all 
be quaſh'd when there appeared the greateſt 
moral probability of fucceeding, the Church | 
remaining ſecure, not jealous, but otherwiſe } 
charitably diſpoſed ro moſt, ifnot all thoſe A- | 
bettors; that notwithſtanding all theſe, this | 
Church ſhould be maintained, its Honour de- 
fended, the Plots diſcovered, the Enemies a- 
ſhamed, and the Villany it {elf hated and dif 
owned : All this -cannot be {een without a 
Wonder; this canaot\be-{olv'd, but by; the | 
Power and Goodneſs of him, who only is able 


to 


ot 
© 


ſaries ; thoſe that will not I ſhould 


4 K FT... ©. tr the dune 


8. lis; 
to deliver us.It evidently proves, that God is 
not fo weary of our more hearty fervent wor- 


ſhip and ſounder Farth,as inſtead thereof to be 


willingly ferv'd with falſe, formal, or ſloven- 
ly careleſs Addreſſes. As he ſcatter'd that brave 
Armado with the Breath of his Mouth ; as he 
fate in Heaven, and laught at P owder and 
Faggots, and nndermining,and brought to light 
thole deeds of Darkneſs : As by his great Pro- 
vidence he has ſince diſcover theſe late cru- 
e| and dreadful Defzgns of men amongſt us: As 


he has diſfolv'd Covenants and Aſſociations,and 


. brought to nought Bills of Exchiſron; fo we 


have great hopes he will go on conquering and 
to conquer: For he that keepeth Iſrael neither 
ſlumbers nor ſleeps: He ſees the Deſzgns are 
againſt him, his Honor, his Worſhip and Go- 
wvernment. He is challenged to the Field. I will 
up then, ſays God, and avenge me f my Adver- 


reign over 
them ſhall be ſlain before me. 


To Conclude, While there are Arms of 
E. 2 Mercy, 
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Mercy, and Bowels of Compaſſion ; while 
there is a God that judgeth in the Earth, 
he will be the Safety and Preſervation of his 
Church and People: And 'tis only required of 
us to be godly, it we would be happy; to be 
true to our Religion, if we would have that 
ſecured to us: Then it would defend both it 
ſelf and us: Then we ſhould be for ever bleſ- 
{ed: Thenallour Enemies, the Enemies of our 
King,and of our Church, as by Law eftabliſh'd, 
the Enemies of our Peace and Order, who under 
the ſpecious Pretexts of Religion,and tenderneſs 
of Conſcience, thirlt after our Confuſzon, our Ru- 
ine,and our Blood,would how] in envy, and. de- 
ſpair in Solitarinels; tho' they roar as Lyons, 
and raven it as Wokves, and reſt not Day 
nor Night,like the Devil and his Angels,ſhall 
in the end prove their own T ormentors, and 
vent their Garſes on themſelves. And our 
Church, that has Chriſt tor her Head; that 
has Reaſon, not Money, or worldly Intereſt 
for hex Rule; Charity and Peace, not Revenge 


and. 
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and Murder, Patienceand Meekneſs, not M:{- 
chief and Cruel , Obedience and Love, not 
Rebellion and Hatred tor her Do&rines: This 
Church ſhall not keep Silence, but repeat her 
Songs of Deliverance: This Church {hall cri- 
umpti with that true Divine, Rev. 12. 10. Now 
* come Salvation and $ trength, and the Kingdom 
of our God, and the power of his Chriſt ; for _ 
Accuſer of our Brethren is caſt down. 

There remains now only a Hem 
on of thole honeſt juſt Endeavors, to fave our 
ſelves,and diſcover the Ginns of our Adver- 
aries, which we have expreſs Warrant for 
from Almighty God. There are evil, faftions, 
diſcontented, and = om Spirits amongſt us, 
that are the T roublers of our Iſrael, that would 
rear us 1n pieces, diſſolve the Governaint and 
ſhipwrackour Peace and Safety. They would 
do with our whole Nation as the evil Spirit 
my to that poor Man's Son, mentioned 

St. Mark 9. 9. And that our Land may be 
diſpolleſt * Hp let us oblerve our Saviour's 
words, 
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words, when he was about to caſt out that 
unclean pernicious Spirit, T hz ſort (ſays he) 
comes not ont but by prayer and faſting. Other 
things, tis true, are required of our Governors, 
the Prudence, Courage and Vigilance of whom 
at this time ſo honourably and eminently ap- 
pearing, makes it impudent in any to pretend 
to diretthem. But for us of the ſame Level 
with theſe diſcontented murmuring People, 
thisis not only the moſt juſtifiable Method ; 
but for this ſeaſon moreeſpecially worthy of 
our T houghts. 

Let us then continually beg of God, T hat 
his ProtetFion, his Delrverance may be conti- 
nued to us: Let us all heartily pray, That 
he, who is the God of Peace,would maintain 
Peace, and Love, and Charity amongſt us 
now and ever: 'That he would root up all 
thoſe Seeds of Sedition, of Rebellion, of Schiſm, 
that are ſowed and grow up amongſt us : 
That he would diſpoſſels our Land of all thoſe 
evil Spirits that are cntcr'd into it, thoſe Le- 
 gions 
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gions that lurk in Dens, and Holes, and Cor- 
wers of the Earth, on purpoſe to amule and 
aftright us from our Duty, and then devour 
us; ſo that Men amongſt us may fit cloath- 
ed, and in their right Minds, glorifie God, 
and fin no more: That Righteouſneſs and Peace 
may kiſs each other amongſt us; that Truth 
and Order,Love and Loyalty, Fuſtice and Mer- 
cy might dwell with us to the laſt : Andthat 
_he would grant to our Gracious Sovercign a 
long, gforious,and peaceable Reign here, with 
the Hearts, Aﬀetions, and conftaut Prayers of 
all his People, and hereafter eternal Reſt, with 
a Crown of inmortal Glory. 

And then for Faſting, would we be free 
from all Evils, the Evils of Fears and Jealou- 
ies, and ſtill live in Peace and Safety ; would 
we enjoy our moſt excellent Religion, and un- 
interrupted Quiet, we muſt ſubdue all Lifts 
and Paſſions, all inordinate Delires,vain Love, 
and ſilly doating upon earthly things ; that 
our Souls may not be darken'd or clouded 

' with. 
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with them, but in purity declare the Honour 
of God; that our minds may enjoy the Ful- 
neſs of Pleaſure; the everlaſting Good; being 
kept pure and clean, ſwept and "garniſhed; 
and God himſelf may delight to deſcend and 
enter into us: Then would he:for ever defend 
us: Then ſhould our King rule in Joy'and 
Safety, and we obey in Peace and Planty: 

\ "Then ſhould all our Enemies ſneak and be 
aſhamed ; but we fear not, be bold as Ly- 
ons, and our Prince ſhould live to-ſee all his 
enemies ſcatter d, the Government for ever ſe- 
cured, and ſuch a Peace commenc'd as ſhall 
be above the Power of Rome, Geneva, or 

| 77% to quaſh or null it Which God of 
#, &c. | 
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